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PBOOF OP THE PUDDING.

Business is business. Eastern cotton
factories may close their doors, tem-
porally, because ofan overstock, and
the mouthpiece of the national calam-
ity combination may wear out his sil-

ver throat in declaring that times are
no better than under Cleveland. T3ut
facts are facts, and facts cannot- - be
clowned by wind, whatever its direc-
tion, source or persistency. The collat-
ed facts of the great commercial agen-

cies of the country for the week past,
as published yesterday morning, in
connection with the bank clearing
house table, cannot be explained away.
Dun's declare the volume of business
remarkable. Bradstreefs explain that
the improvement is unexampled. The
total increase of clearings over the
same week last year Is thirty-si- x and
one-ha- lf per cent, taking the entire
country. There can be no mistake
about these figures. No one can either
doubt or refute. Not only is business
increasing by thirty-si-x per cent
strides, but failures are less in number,
and wheat, the great staple cereal of
the west, is stiffening in price. Every-
thing is coming our way, if we except
the enormous cargoes of flour and
meat and the like which we are ship-
ping the other fellow's wav, for which
we want his money. Even the iron
trade has got a move on itself and a

market finds profita-
ble relief. Railway construction has
been resumed in many sections of the
country and money in the great centers
which is being offered in unlimited
quantities at fair rates is being called
for in immense volumes. From Cal-
ifornia to Maine, from Puget Sound to
the Gulf of Mexico, the industrial, the
commercial and the financial conditions
show only marked improvement. If
these are not the good times whose
eturn .have so long and anxiously been

looked forward to, they are. unmistak-
ably the fringes and borders of the
promise.

THE IMMINENCE OF WAR.

Every once in about so often the peo-

ples of the respective sections of this
little world rise up and kill each other
off. The nation which survives a hun-
dred years without a war is the excep-
tion. Countries founded upon the idea
of peace have regularly, in the course
of two or three generations, either
raised their hands against some other
1 ower, offensively or defensively, or
otherwise raised a row among their
own peoples. The result has always
been the same, the slaughter of human
beings. Universal disarmament is the
only guaranty of continued peace. All
Europe is fearfully near the brink of
war. The causus belli are various. But
behind it all is a long peace period and
the disposition of mankind, from racial
hatreds and material interests to kill
each other off. France hates Germany
no less than Germany hates Russia,
which latter power is ready for any-
thing, being especially anxious to join
France in either a bout with England
over the African affair, or in downing
the Triple Alliance. There is the Aus-
trian, the Grecian and the Turkish sit-
uation, full of menace to the peace of
Europe, to say nothing of the Egyp-
tian, African and Chinese speculations.
Russia and Germany have already
fleets in the Yellow sea and on Thurs-
day last England ordered her North
Atlantic fleet to the same waters.
"Whether to be ready to take a hand in
the Chinese situation or to swoop down
on Hawaii in the event of the United
States declining to annex those islands,
is hard to guess. In the mean time,
Japan puts into commission one of the
most powerful navies of modern times,
jeady to join England in anything.
From the least expected source, from
the most insignificant circumstance
and at any moment the civilized world
may be plunged into war. Unquestiona-
bly the situation is menacing and the
clouds of war hang low and heavy.

Prominent in all this array is the new
German empire and its newer Kaiser.
Outside of Italy. Austria and Turkey
the war lord of Germany is without
friends or sympathizers among the
powers. But he has a splendid army,
and at its maximum, and his ambition
Js for war, its conquests and possible
glory. If France and Russia hate him,
no less does England. English papers
speak of him as more or less of a fool,
and occasionally they intimate that he
is insane. Rather strange expressions
when we consider the close relation-
ship the Kaiser bears to the reigning
family of Great Britain. John Bull is
always jealous, and cannot readily see
merit in any nation that interferes
with his trade or makes commercial
advancement that harms the profits of
English manufacturers. The Kaiser
has been most energetic in promoting
the material development of the Ger-
man empire. Mulhall, the British sta-
tistician, in the latest number of the
North American Review, tells us that
the industrial advancement of Ger-
many in the last twenty years has ex-
ceeded relatively that of any other
country in Europe. Her population has
increased from 42.730,000 in 1S75 to

in 1SSS. The city population
grew from 1,670.000 to 9.1S0.000, an in-

crease of SG per cent. The working
power of the nation ha? increased to
such an extent that two Germans now
do what three could do twenty years
ago. And so the Kaiser's brag is not
all wind, his bravery not all bragga-
docio.

If the present century closes without
a war involving: all Europe, and with-
out a clash lietween the United States
and Spain over Cuba, the world of ob-
servant men will be happily disap-
pointed, and the rexid for long con-
tinued peace broken.

WHAT HAS IT COST?

"What lias the war in Cuba cost, in
cold figures, in Hei-- and blood, in
boodle, in property destroyed, and in
legitimate expense of money, can only
be approximated. That Weyler's ad-

ministration was corrupt beyond eom-putati-

in excels of fmvthlng of like
character in modern is gener-
ally conceded. The money cost of the
war for the Spanish sid will Tiever be
known. But theio is the other side,
the sacrifice or human l'fe, which has
made evtrv other boue of Spain a
house of mourning Cuba is Spain's
most profitable ixssslon. She has
wrung from that people annually more
money tnan from all ler ether depend-
encies. Cuba, has been worth untold
millions i- - he mother country, hence
the costly effort tc retair. its people In
subordination. An eilirial estimate has
been made and nib-H-he- of the money
cost to Soatu !o-i- attempt to crush
the rcrllin. General Losada, inspector-gen-

eral of the royal force in Cuba,
mil hardly be charged with

It appears from his disclosures

that of the 200,000 soldiers sent by
Spain to put down the insurrection in
the island from the beginning of Feb-
ruary, 1S95, to the beginning of Decem-

ber in the vear just terminated, not
more than 53.000 (a little over one-four-

)are at this moment fit for serv-
ice. The 157,000 aie either dead or sent
back to the motherland ill or wounded.
The causes of thi unprecedented death
rate and sick list are (besides casual-tu- s

in actioo) raainlv three (1) the
clothing furnished to the European
troops was in no respect adapted to
the climate of Cuba: (2) fatigue, and
(3) lack of food. The report paints a
lurid picture of militarj service in the
chief Spanis'a colony. Under succf-t-iv-

generals the three years' campaign
in spite of numberless "victories" and
as manv "defeats" of the insurgents,
leaves Cuba as precarious a Spanish
possession as ever, while a whole gen-

eration must intervene before island
and motherland alike can recover from
the loss of blood, property and hard
cash incurred. If the losses among the
Spanish soldiers have been so severe,
what must Lave been the destruction
among the reconcentrados, not to men-
tion the insurgents, who, according to
Spanish accounts, almost invariably
got the worst of it?

SEES ONLY TROUBLE.

The London Times takes a pessi-
mistic view of the political situation in
America. Englishmen comprehend very
little of the party politics of this coun-
try. There is no doubt that the wish
is father to the Thunderer's conclu-
sions, which are probably based on the
views transmitted it by Smalley, its
American correspondent. This English
organ of free trade, of feudal mon-
archy and of gold oligarchy declares
that the Democrats are all united upon
the Chicago platform of 1SSG and that
the Republican party is disintegrating.
Not much, Mary Ann. As a result of
this unity, which nobody sees, and this
disintegration, of which there is no evi
dence, the Times assumes that a ma-
jority of the next congress will be un-

limited coinage of silver Democrats
and that in 1300 the whole free silver
question must be fought over again,
with the odds against the Republican
party. The Times, although prejudic-
ed against the Republican party and
favorable to the Democrats, doesn't like
the free silver business, and therefore
its untimely sweat The truth is, out-
side of the Ohio factional fight nothing
has occurred which might even suggest
a disintegration of the Republican par-
ty. It has keDt its promises, all of
them, in good faith, even to the urging
upon the Times' own country the adop-
tion of international bimetallism. The
Dingley tafiff measure has not failed
of its purposes, but upon the other
hand has worked so satisfactorily to
friend and foe as to preclude any offer
so far to amend it. There is one hun-
dred and sixty-od- d millions of gold in
the reserve fund, and in another year
the Republican party will be retiring
bonds again. As for the "unity" which
the Times discovers in the Democratic
party, it is all in its eye. That party is
uneasy from Tammany to Kentucky,
worried over the free silver question,
and scared to death by the wild-eye- d

Bryan, who has got an under-hol- d on
the organization. The Democrats of
the east and west are widely separated
on the money question, the western
wing being Populistic to all intents and
purposes. Tlje Democratic leaders of
the east are with the Times for a sin-
gle gold standard. There may be polit-
ical troubles threatening in America,
as the Times asserts, but the threat is
not within the Republican party, which
party will line up in the good times
coining and sweep the country.

A PILE OF SILVER DOLLARS.

Notwithstanding the silver dollar-- is
worth a dollar in gold without refer-
ence to the commercial value of the
metal which it contains, few people
have any real conception of the moun-
tain of coined silver dollars piled up in
the United States treasury vaults, dol-

lars which cannot be forced into circu-
lation, at least so long as one and two
dollar bills are printed. Besides these
coined dollars there are hundreds of
tons of silver, in pigs, called bullion, in
the possession of the government.
These silver dollars are now being
counted by nimble-fingere- d young wo-

men who for four months have been
busy counting the dollars one by one.
When the silver was turned over here a
short time ago to the new officials, it
was deemed necessary to have a count
but it would only have gone to the bags
of silver, each bag containing 1,000 of
the bright white dollars and weighs 60
pounds. However, in counting the con-
tents of one of the bags, a lead dollar,
silver plated, was found, and it was de-

cided to count the whole lot. That is,
every dollar of the $130,000,000 stored in
the big vaults down below the floor of
the treasury building. Thus far 500
bad dollars have been found. The
counting has been going on for over
three months, and it is estimated that
it will require at least thirty-fiv- e days
to complete the count.

It is no light task to sit at the desk
and count silver dollars from 9 o'clock
in the morning until 4 o'clock in the af-
ternoon. The fingers of the young wo-
men engaged in the occupation soon
became so sore that it was necessary
to obtain cots to put over the thumb
and first two fingers of each hand. One
of the young women said it was the
hardest work she had ever experienced,
and that the shine of the silver and the
click of the money was so monotonous
that it almost drove them crazy. Each
dollar is examined on both sides and
piled with others into a tray and count-
ed. When the tray is full one of the
attendants brings the bag and dumps
the dollars in before the eyes of the
counter. She puts a string around the
neck of the bag. seals it and affixes her
initials so that in case of a mistake it
can be readily traced. The retiring cus-
todian of the treasury will be obliged
to make good the shortage, which. It is
thought, will amount to $700.

MIGHTY MEAN BUSIN35S.
The littleness of Canada belongs to

the category of meanness. There would
have been no Klondike discoveries but
for enterprising Americans. The gold
of that region but for American push
would In all probability have lain en-
cased in the gravel of that
region undiscovered and undreamed of
for a century to come. As soon, how-
ever, as it was determined that the
gold deposits of that Arctic region were
on the British side of the line the Can-
adian authorities commenced to en-
force a system of exactions that tended
to retard the development and enrich-
ment of their own country not only.
Jut in effect to rob those who are risk-
ing their lives. The government at Ot-
tawa has just come forward with a
new batch of rigorous regulations look-
ing to the gobbling of a large per cent
of the sold which may be discovered

and taken out These provide for an
elaborate system of fees for licenses
and for the taking of claims, besides
demanding ten dollars out of every
hundred which may be mined without
reference to the cost of getting it out.
The miner who expends, in time, labor
provisions and works, ten thousand
dollars, and finds that he has only real-
ized ten thousand, must give up one
thousand of it to Canadian officials.
What if the United States should make
every English owner of gold mines in
Colorado put up one-ten- th of all he got
out? And many of the mines in Colo-

rado are owned by Englishmen. Or
who ever thought of charging English-
men in California for the privilege of
digging for gold? It Is little to

The English govern-
ment has only an eye to the possible
revenue to be obtained, leaving the de-

velopment of the ountry to take the
chances. Congress should in the mean
time give early attention to Alaska, for
undoubtedly that region will prove as
rich as the Klondike.

AT THE WRONG END.

There is a better way for congress to
meet the postoffice deficiencies, now
under discussion, than by cutting down
the number of local carriers, as recom-
mended by the postmaster general. The
employment of such a spiggot measure
in the face of the bung-hol- e leaks,
which are notorious, would be hard to
explain or excuse. The proposition bor-

ders on the ridiculous, if not unright-
eous. It means simply extra work for
the diminished force of deliverers and
no pay for it Why not cut off the pay
which goes for labor unperformed, such
as pay for thousands of tons of mall
which is in fact never carried, under
the weighing system? Why not cease
making a freight bureau of the post-offi- ce

department for the transporta-
tion of groceries and hardware, of dry
goods, and of books as second class
matter? Thousands of tons of patent
medicine pamphlets and novel trash
and advertising publications are car-
ried at newspaper rates. Why not let
up on the running of "fast mails," at
least of such as are purely political
jobs and lobby contracts? Stop the
leakages and the steals and there will
be no necessity for kicking out a d

delivery boys.

President Dole of Hawaii looks so much
like Peffer that a conversation between
them would almost be a soliloquy.

Mrs. Hillmon has won a great victory
but she will do well not to be too thrilled
before she subtracts her attorneys' fees.

Leland may have driven a lot of wobbly
nail3 into the plastering, but when he hit
at Ingalls' soldier record he struck a
joist.

It is again apparent that the man who
made the first comic valentines 897 years
ago is still alive and hasn't thought of
anything new.

Even the chambermaids are being
drawn Into the Hanna investigation in
Ohio. Privacy in a hotel is something
akin to sunstroke in Klondike.

The finger-nail- s of tho Chinese emperor
are eighteen inches in length, and if he
gets his country out of its present pre-

dicament it will be by a scratch.

What a soothing ointment time is. How
comforting it is for Prince Constantine of
Greece to know that not a day passes that
someone doesn't forget that he ever ex-

isted.

Professor Dole in favoring annexation,
virtually offers to give up his own job.
But that's nothing. Governor Barnes of
Oklahoma the other day advocated state-
hood.

It is not known by ninety-nin- e people
out of every hundred that a cat has only
eighteen claws although many who have
seen her have a fit imagined they saw at
least sixty.

Perhaps no insurance company ever
wanted to sob Its shoestrings loose as
much as tho New York Life did when
it socked $10,000 into the extended paw
of Mrs. Hillmon.

After Mrs. Hillmon's experience, Mr.
Leroy Poggrox of Lecompton looks to
Webb McNall to force Missouri to pay
the said Poggrox for a mule Quantrell
carried off in 3S5S.

There is no great sorrow in the land
over New England's troubles just now.
New England has sat under an umbrella,
and told the sweating nation how to row
correctly much too long to be popular.

A Michigan man has discovered that
eating is merely an acquired habit. This
is not surprising when the physicians
are insisting that the human break-bark- et

is merely an anatomical ornament

General Cassius Clay confesses that he
has loved eight women in his life. And
the chances are that the first one he
loved wa1 as much older than he was as
the last one is much younger than he is.

The joys of jovial winter are upon us,
and what we want is a brand of bread
that will permit of placing a lump of
butter on a slice and spreading it by
hammering It out flat with a mallet

Miss Sadie Martinot the actress, says:
"Men may be true to art, or literature.
or science, or religion, but to a woman
never!" Fellows like Breckinridge have
brought our sex into pitiable disrepute.

- Thomas Reed has been at the White
House only once since McKinley became
president. Reed's admiration for the
present administration is about as loud
as the murmur of the Arkansas river.

George Gould is serving a3 a grand
juryman In New Jersey. He is serving
regularly and sensibly. The prevalent
opinion in the west that a man is not a
good American because he is rich, needs
a little revision now and then.

A curious coincidence of circumstance
and name is that of a man named Boyd
in Kansas, accused of boodlins our leg-

islature and disappearing, and a man
named Boyce. accused of Doodling Ohio's
legislature and disappearing.

Fay Templeton is now worth il&9.ftl
Tho common belief that comic opera so-

pranos end up at last in the gutter
sunken nito penury and disgrace, is con-
sequently Just now doubled over the rope
while the referee Is counting ten.

Ignatius Donnelly's claim that Bacon
not only wrote Shakespeare, but Don
Quixote, will probably make poor Dante
turn restlessly In his cofSa for fear some-
one will steal his work on the great retri-
butive oven of the invisible beyond.

Von Halbeck's Adventure,
(A Tale of the Guiana Hinterland.

From the Evening Post In Seven Parts.)
PART IV.

Each year two virgins were set aside
and confined in the house 1 have already
spoken of. One of these was destined to
be offered up as a sacrifice. The girls
were set aside each year on the day fol-

lowing the annual ceremony, and were
treated with the greatest care after their
withdrawal from the rest of the tribe. The
best food obtainable was given to them,
and their one scanty garment was made
of the finest and softest fibres, and brill-
iantly colored with vegetable dyes.
Should either of the girls die during the
year, the remaining one was sacrificed; If
both were alive on the day preceding the
sacrifice, the choice was made In a man-
ner I will describe later. The one, whose
fortune it was to be rejected, resumed
her ordinary life In the tribe on the cay
following the sacrifice.

The victim was offered up In the follow-
ing way: She was given a bunch of bril-

liant flowers, and holding this in one
hand, was led by the chief of the tribe
to the side of the river. Arrived there,
a tree trunk was thrown across to the
small ledge where the burnt sacrifice was
dally offered up, and along this the girl
paseed. She then walked out to the small
point of rock at the edge of the chasm,
and stood with her back to the statue
while Use preparations were being made.
The mode of sacrifice was strange in the
extreme. A large stone was secured in
a sling of grass-rop- e, the ends of the sling
being fastened to tree stumps on either
side of the river. Tho center of this
sling was then braced up by a rope which
was fastened round the beckoning hand
of the statue. As the tree stumps were
situated some distance further down the
stream than the statue. The stone, on be-

ing released, swung outward with great
force, and precipitated the victim into the
awful abyss beyond.

But the way of releasing this horrid
messenger of death was a strange one and
offered some slight chance that
the victim might be i.aved. A fire, con-
sisting of twenty-fou- r sticks, was light-
ed under the rope which held back the
stone, and it Aas at the moment that the
fire burnt through the rope sufficiently to
allow the strain to tear it apart that the
victim was hurled into the chasm. There
was just a possibility that the fire would
not burn through the rope. This had oc-

curred on two occasions within the mem-
ory of tho oldest of the Barawois men
living. On one occasion a strong wind
had blown the fire away from the rope,
and on the other a heavy rain had put the
fire out before it had done Us work. Tho
chance was indeed a slender one, but still
it was a chance. In the event of this oc-

curring the girl was taken raack into the
tribe and given the curious privilege of
choosing any man in the tribe for her
husband, being treated moreover with the
greatest consideration for the rest of her
days.

I settled down among these people with
a conviction that I would be able to make
my escape as soon as It no longer suited
me to remain with them. But as the
weeks passed it became evident to me
that nothing short of a miracle would en-

able me to leave the tribe. Sentinels were
posted at the only places where descent
from the plateau was thought possible,
and only on one occasion in the year
the evening of the great sacrifice were
these men ever absent from their posts,
and then It was but for half an hour.
Even had I the opportunity of getting
away on that particular occasion, which
was extremely improbable, seeing that
such a possibility would certainly be fore-
seen and guarded against, carefully, the
fact that I was in an unknown country
and unprovided with a guide or the neces-
sary stock of food rendered such an op-

portunity quite useless to me.
With my servant Blan I soon establish-

ed friendly relations. She was a pleasant
girl and became attached to me, a cir-
cumstance which was of the greatest im-
portance to me later on. In conversation
with her I learned that the great annual
sacrifice had taken place about a week
before my arrival at the village, and that
the two virgins had been set aside accord-
ing to custom. One of them happened
to be a sister of Bian's, and It caused me
the greatest astonishment to observe the
indifference with which Bian contemplat-
ed her probable fate. One evening as I
was returning from a stroll on the banks
of the river I passed close to the honso
of the sacrificial victims and saw leaning
against one of the corner posts of the up-
per story a young girl of great beauty.
Those who know the Von Halsbecks un-
derstand that female beauty is a thing of
which our familv has some knowledge

(Prof. Krause inserts here a long note
in which he explains this reference to fe-

male beauty. It appears that the women
of the Von Halsbeck family have always
been noted for their extreme beauty: and
the professor relates at great length the
story of one, Helene von Halsbeck, whose
beauty all but made her an empress. The
story is of great Interest, but as It does
not concern this present narrative, I omit
it.)

When I say, therefore, that this was the
most beautiful of beautiful women I
have known, those who read this narra-
tive will understand my astonishment at
finding such perfection in such an out-
landish place. The girl was, I should
judge, about seventeen years of age. Her
form was of the most perfect symmetry,
slender and graceful, and full of the most
delicate, tender lines, giving her whole
figure an air of gentle, budding woman-
hood, charming beyond the power of
words to express. Her face was not less
pleasing than her form. Her eyes we're
large and set well apart her forehead
low and broad, her nose small and slight-
ly aquiline. Her mouth was somewhat
large, but was exquisitely shaped. Add
to this, long, coarse, black hair, a skin
of a rich golden-brow- n color, and you
have before you, as far as I can paint
her, Opaie, the sacrifice

That night I questioned Bian about the
girl I had seen.

The Reward of Valor.
(From the St. James Gazette.)

Perhaps the most dramatic reward Lord
Charles Beresford ever got for valor was
a few years ago. One bltetr cold night
when his ship was oft the Faukland Is-

lands, there was a cry of "man over-
board." The sentry had disappeared be-

neath the floating ice. Though clad In
heavy garments. Lord Charles Instntly
seized a coll of rope and leaped into the
sea. "I went down and down and down."
said Yord Charles when relating the inci-
dent "until I began to think that the oth-
er end of tho rope was not fastened to
anything. At last I grasped my man. the
rope became taut and I began to ascend.
The ship's corporal helped us both out."
Fifteen years afterwards Lord Charles
was speaking at a political meeting in
support of Lord Folkestone's candidature.
The hall was packed, and suddenly there
was a scuffle at the back. "Chuck him
out!" cried some one: but Lord Charles
Invited the man to come up to tits plat-
form, and they would listen to what he
had to say. The man struggled forward
in great excitement He only wanted to
shake bands with his rescuer. He wa? the
sailor who had been saved by Lord
Charles from the icy sea off the Faulk-lan- d

Islands.
. (From the Detroit News.)

"No, sir." said the Kansas editor, "your
services are no longer required."

"3ay I venture to ask why I am dis-
charged?"

Tou're too blamed funny. That style
may do in the blase and heartless east,
but when you refer to a d&ath fa a cy-
clone as 'a terrible blow' to the family
you overdo It out here."

Toe latest fad of the Princess of Wales
aad her daughter, the Duchess of Fife, is
the gentle art of sptaslng. only, instead
of employing the graceful and eseatlaSy
feminine wheel on flax, the royal ladies
spin yarn, which, it js said, they then
kail into gold ooic for their lHustriocs
hUi bands.

.tMflMI.,Jsaa.aa iiigkimiMf'ft simii

Jiggles and a G-le- ss Scale.
It lacked just two days of the wedding

of the Prince of Ness and the Princess
Phersonia when King Reno, Phersonla's
father, became a prey to melancholy, and
called Professor Labette, bis chief coun-
sellor, to him. and asked.

"Will this marriage be a happy one?"
"Yes, your majesty."
"You have examined the stars, studied

their palms, chemically analyzed the per-

spiration from both and investigated the
color of their eyes with the optoscope?
Good. And what do you find the issue of
this wedding will be, happy or unhap-
py?"

"Happy, my lord."
"Do the stars, the palms, the eyes all

say so?"
"Not exactly, my lord."
"Then, why say you that this marriage

will be a happy one?"
"For the good reason, my lord, that

Phersonia is a healthful, mentally sound
young woman, and that the Prince Is
likewise a man."

"Right" said the King, arising entirely
satisfied "Right I feel better. My rev-

erend father, the King, knew what he
was about when he conferred the title of
P. H. S. on you."

So the King and Labette parted. And
there Is a story about this same Labette.
He was not only a M. A. and Ph. D. and
an L.L. D., but he was a P. H. S.. and
the only P. H. S. in the kingdom. The
conferring of this exalted title upon La-

bette all came about in this way. King
Harper, Reno's father, Phersonla's grand-
father, when quite an old man, was told
by his physicians, that his nerves were
much disordered and that he must not
let anything disturb him. The very next
day he was sitting in a chair with his
hands on the wooden arms thereof, listen-
ing to the court pianist, when suddenly
he yelled:

"Stop! Stop!"
The musician stopped.
"Ooh!" cried the King. "My poor

nerves! Something made the arms of
this chair jiggle!"

"I suspect," said the musician, "that
the arms of your majesty'3 chair are in-

toned on a certain note, and when I
strike that note on the piano, the arms
of the chair vibrate in sympathy."

"Run the scale!" roared the King. The
musician started the scale.

"Stop!" roared the King. "It jiggles
again! What note is that?"

"G natural," answered the musician,
striking it

"Ooh!" cried the old King, "That's It!
Call for pen and paper."

Now, when pen and paper were brought
the old King issued a proclamation de-

creeing that never again must the note
of G natural be struck, sounded or sung
In the kingdom while ho lived.

Then the musicians all over the king-
dom began to compose music without any
G's in it The piano manufacturers be-

gan to build instruments with the key of
G left off the keyboard. The violin lost
one string and the guitar several frets.
So far, so good. But the officers armed
themselves with tuning forks and went
out into the country and whenever they
found a cow mooing on tho note of G
natural, they killed her; or a jackass
braying in that key. they killed him;
roosters also lost their lives In great
numbers. So many country people lost
valuable stock that a great army of folk
pressed Into the capital and demanded
justice beneath the windows of the King's
palace.

Theold King stepped out on the balcony
and demanded to know why ho was dis-

turbed.
When the mob was quieted an old farm-

er, who was never heard from again,
stepped forward and said:

"Your majesty, we mean you no harm.
but we want justice. Your officers are
swooping across the country killing off
all our animals that make any noise
whatsoever In the key of G natural, and
so zealous are they that in many in-

stances I think they catch qnd kill many
a poor animal who is only F sharp or A
flat. It Isn't right It Is Impoverishing
us."

Then, in a calm voice tho King told
about his chair and about how it jiggled
when the note of G natural was sounded.
"Now," said he, concluding, "What am
I to do? If my nerves are perturbed, I
die. If G is sounded, that chair jiggles
and it will kill me. Now, would you rath-
er have a lot of old cattle killed, or me?"

The King said this with such pathos
that the people wept and cried in the
midst of their tears: "Long live the
King! Let the Devil take the cattle!"

"Now," said the King, "unless you can
suggest a way out of this, you might
better go home."

Thereupon the mob dispersed and the
King went into his palace and wept, "Oh,
my poor people!" he stormed. "What
misery am I causing them! But what
can I do? What can I do? Tho order
must be enforced."

Just then two guards stalked Into the
room, dragging between them a young
man, a student In the university. -

"Your majesty," explained one of the
guards, "We found this young man and
discovered that he can not talk In any
tone but G. Other people who have talk-
ed In G have quit, but this young man
confesses that he does talk In tho key of
G, and says he can't talk In any other
key, and what's more, he doesn't intend
to."

"What say you?" demanded tho King,
angrily.

"Oh, your majetfcy," cried tho guard,
"He demanded before we should kill him
that he be given audience with you."

"Go ahead!" said the King, "I give you
a minute."

"Oh, mighty King," said young La-
bette, the captured student, "I can solve
your trouble."

"Go on,' 'said the King, Impatiently.
"Your majesty has excitable nerves.

True. Your majesty has a chair. True.
Your majesty's subjects in great num-
bers sound the note G. True. The note
G Jiggles the arms of that chair; the
chair jiggles your majesty's hands, and
that jiggles your nerves. Now "

"Young man," said the King. "I stud-
ied over this question for three weeks
myself, and It was too much for me."

"Listen," went on Labette. "Your
majesty can not destroy tho Jiggle, that's
intangible; you can not destroy your
hands, they're sacred; you can not de-

stroy the note G. for the very heavens
will thunder it in spite of you. Now,
what ought you to destroy?"

"Eureka! Eureka!" declared the King,
grasping Labette to his bosom. "The
chair! The chair! I ought to destroy the
chair!"

Certainly," said young Labette, smil-
ing.

Again the King took Labette to his
anas. "Young man." ho paid. "You have
lifted a great burden off my heart Bora
the chair, guards, and proclaim It to the
people. And as for you. young man,
henceforth you are ray chief counsellor
and a P. II. S.

And from that moment Lsbette bore the
exalted title of Professor of Horse Sense.

Fireproof Theatre Curtain.
Fire-pro- curtains are obligatory la

many European theatres, and are made
either of sheet iron or asbestos, complete-
ly cutting off the stage from the auditori-
um, and minimizing the danger of Srs
as well as of the still more destructive
paaic The first fire-pro- curtain la Eu-
rope was installed la the ComedSe Fran-
chise by as American electric oemnaay.

A family at Warrentaa. Va, them-
selves dally in a targe mirror before wnlen
George Washington ased to reataily
make his toilet They have bad It some
thirty-fiv-e years, having aeoelred It at
a sale of the persona! effects of Laerenee
Washington, a great nephew of the great
Washington.

Some Chinese and Japanese can nt
draw ptciBTc with their Sager satte. an
art eoce held in high repute. The aatts
are allowed to grow to a leasts of eigh-
teen inches and dipped in vermStea or
J Tt1l ItMC.

A Bit of the Old Days,

Like the majority of cowboys, especially
of Texas type. Johnnie Potts and Ben
Franklin both were in the habit of
"bowling up" occasionally, and many a
night of old time hilarity and dissipation
had they spent together in the border
towns; and it was a habit of theirs, if
one had to remain at the ranch while the
other went to town, tho one remaining
was sure to be remembered with a suffi-

cient supply of the "debt-payin- g liquid."
to have a tolerably respectable carouse
of his own, on the other's return, writes
an old-tim- e cow-bo- y in the Alva. Oklaho-
ma, Pioneer. But this was a very com-

mon occurrence; it was no more a habit of
Potts and Franklin than hundreds of oth-

er boys, and as it was generally Indulged
when it least Interfered with work, but
little attention was paid to It On the
evening of March 7, 1SS4. Ben Franklin
returned to the ranch from Caldwell In
a happy and sociable frame of mind as
was common to his light-hearte- d nature.
As usual, he had his treat for the boys,
a gallon keg of good old Kentucky whis-
ky. The boys came out to meet Ben and
to hear the news from town. Every one
was in the best of spirits and in a short
time the best of spirits was In thorn. The
evening started in with good prospects
for a splendid time for all the hands.
I think the party consisted of Potts, the
two Franklin boys, Harry Curtis. Sam
Hudson, the English book-keepe- r, and a
stranger whose name I never learned.
Potts drank pretty heavily from the first
but by nine o'clock all hands, except Har-
ry Curtis, the "kid," were pretty well fill-

ed up. After a few hours were spent in
jollity, some of the boys, including Potts,
got into a game of cards, which was noth-
ing unusal, as that was a common and
favorite pastime in whilingaway the long
wintor evenings. All hands noticed John-
nie was unusually full and quick to take
offense at the boys whenever they made
a remark about his condition. Ahout
midnight Johnnie got up to get a drink
of water, and In doing so staggered
against the book-keepe- table and scat-
tered some of his papers; whereupon the
clerical man made some remark to John-
nie about his awkwardness. But Potts
was in no humor to be complained at and
he whipped out his and knock-
ed everything off the table, kicked the
table over and everything else that came
m his way. The boys soon saw that some-

thing must be done with him. but just
what to do or how to do it was the ues-tlon.

for they knew he was a dangerous
man in his present condition; finally some
one grabbed him, while others took his

away from him after a fierce
struggle. This, of course, angered Potts
very much, and when he saw that Ben
Franklin had his ho demand-
ed it in very forcible language But
Franklin just as forcibly told him that
he could not have It Whereupon, Potts
said. "You . I'll get even
with you." Franklin turned away for the
time to see If matters would not take a
more peaceable turn, for he knew very
well that the prospects for a killing wero
very favorable. Potts kept asking for his
gun. but gradually cooled down and told
Ben that if his gun was given him he
would go to bed. and Ben gave the gun
back: and finally, nil hands, worn out with
excitement wont to bed.

The next morning, while Johnnie was
wnshing for breakfast. Ben stepped up to
him and said, "Johnnie, I think you owe
me an apology," to which Johnnie replied
that he apologized to no man. To this
Ben replied, "You will either take back
what you said or one of us dies right
here," and a general fustlnde of shots
were exchanged. The nlr was filled with
smoke, tho awful deed was done I John-
nie fell mortally wounded, being ohot
twice, one shot shattering his right arm
and the other entering his left side and
ranging upward. Tho boys carried him
in and everything was done for him that
could bo; a physician was Font for and
arrived that night from Caldwell, finding
Johnnie still alive, but far beyond the
reach of mortal aid.

He was rational to the last minute of
his life and talked freely all the time,
and when Franklin told him that he was
going to Caldwell to give hlmsolf up John-
nie said. "Don't do it, Ben; it will do us
no good. I was as much to blame as

ou; you have killed me. Ben. but I
would have killed you If I could, so, lot
it end there."

Along the Kansas Nile.

The Kansas Populists have two crimes
of 73 now 1S73 and the 73 who elected
Hanna.

Mrs. Hillmon has demonstrated com-

pletely that If at first you don't succeed,
appeal, appeal again.

So many brutal and unjust things have
been said about spring pools that the
race is entirely killed off in Kansas.

It is tho prevailing fashion now among
Kansas farmers to pay up their newspa-
per subscriptions to tho end of the cen-
tury-

Mort Albaugh. who Is In a position to
know, for he is better acquainted with
Kingman county than any man in It or
out of It, says that there is no oppo-

sition to Chester Long In Kingman coun-

ty.
After all that has been said ami done

against Webb McNall. it must be granted
that the New York Life Insurance com-
pany, a pretty big concern, was mighty
glad when the janitor ran the tjbelL

What a Kansas man hates worse of all
it after discussing politic on the street
all day. to be draggod off by his wife to
a musical recital at night to hear hfat
daughter sing, "It was not thus to be,"
with flute obligate

Will White of Emporia asks the Repub-
lican papers to cease their ridicule of Ed
Little But the papers will do notbins; of
the sort unless Little will agree to ?vJt
holding his chin up in the atr like a dog
scratching himself.

The whistle of a locomotive can be
beard XJW yards, the noise of a train SM
yards, the bark of a dog P yards, while
the roar of Farmer Smith. tf he is not
nominated for governor, will reach about
three feet and ven Inches.

There is no end of Jack-rabb- it stories in
southern Kansas this year. Ed. Jcastas
of Cheney has killed seven hundred tale
winter. Charles Heworth "of Arxoata kill-
ed one at MO yards, which distance, fete

friends say. no on can duplicate.
If the Republicans of Kansas will my

the word, W. E. Stanley; of Wlcmta trill
comb the knots oat of Ms voice and males
a campaign that will make the Posailet
majority disappear like the interest of a
newly-appoint- ed postmaster in local sotf-tic- s.

John Seaton win eeept the aomteaUon
for governor even tf the nssataaeaa plat-
form declares for prottf&ttioo. Mr. Bea-
ton would netorally want te see reaalaais-sto- n

have some roomftloo aad he pre-
fers that It he conceded ike ovemor-tfet-

Mhw Mljrfe Riser's dress am?M 8re at
Enrefca the etssr day. ate put ft oot
This U a radical deparimve from the a
ctent eastern of screaming for the neigh-
bors and bwrates: up. bstt as Us mer
1 aatfeded, so ovtatde obJccUona & be
cooaSonred.

There are name men la Kansas who 4a
not wast to die madden)?, becaas tae te-c- al

paper will y that ate death "afeecfcaJ
tae easnmmtHy, wheat he fcjwws that it
wttl not There is ao atece so deserted as
a Xaasas gnree-yar- d. asd thre tat prob-
ably no state te the aaaaa xrbere p--fi:

aeeeat death as vtmmmOommAlf a i., Ivan-sa- s.

A Wichita dector says that movStr-- i
Kansas te a far soots as sstherc K-- t

tacky aad Vtrjelsaa. a4 r K?

the here are gradually drift-te- g

towards hurbiy ptppri '., : ;

a fact that a cundlssef.f Ui . . rtiextract Of vr-ast-ed Hade iesvn a
Tobacco, is becoming sUgfciy popstar te
tosthcrs Kzr.izi.

Outlines of Oklahoma.

H. L. Cohen, one of the leading cloth-

iers of Quthrie. will soon remove to ien-- .

ver, Colorado.
Southern Kansas is more willing to be-

come part of Oklahoma than Is the In-

dian Territory-Ther- e

is a steamship agency la 0SJf"
hotna City. A man can buy a round- - trip
to Europe. If ha wants to.

Governor Renfrow says the work-- on ths
Sapulpa to-- Oklahoma City will
begin Inside of thirty days.

The Shawne Blade, which is published
near the scene of the brutal act denounc-
es the burning of the two Indians.

The Seminole Indians do not know much
English, but they understand when it Is
now told one that his lite Is at stake.

A one-legg- man at Oklahoma City
wants to bet that he can kick higher than,
any other man in the territory, two legs
or one.

Mrs. James Snyder, living near Earl-bor- o,

was so frightened by the Indian
soare that her hair turned white In the
single night.

Oklahoma has Just enough Texas in her,
not to stand too much railroad monkeying
In politics. The railroads might better
look a ilttlo out

When the Otoe county Is alloted and
thrown open to settlement, if It be added
to that county, it will double the size
of Noble county.

The law firm of Green & Strang. Guth-
rie, has been dissolved, and this Is taken
to indicate that the promise is out on ono
judgeship, at least.

Professor Murdaugh of Edmond Normal
school, has brought the Republican press
down upon him again and there is talk
of his being removed.

The Shawnee Chief notifies all church
organisations that hereafter when they
charge an admission to their entertain-
ments, they can not expect free notices
In that paper.

Apparently the only thing which would
drive tho army of peddlers and fakers
out of Oklahoma would be a crop fail-

ure. Another big crop and they will be-

come permanent.
The teachers of Groer counts' whom

Texas refused to pay for services per-

formed before the country was attached
to Oklahoma, havo appealed to oongress.
Their claim is Just

A gang of horse-thiev- In the Osage
country are making a regular business of
Invading Kay county and selecting those
cqulnas which please them. There will
be troublo over the thefts yet

All his friends sincerely hope that dui --

ing this present trip to Washington Gn --

ernor Burnoss will keep his cane on tho
ground and not go Into an Investigation
of every hornet's nest ho comes across

Isenberg of Enid wants the Republican
of Oklahoma to go down to Washington
and give Cxar Reed to understand that
the Republicans of Oklahoma want freo
homes, and "earnestly request that Maino
sheep's tallow -- stuffed boss let that bill
pass." This would be a good idea.

The Perry Sontlnal calls the whole ter-
ritorial administration of Oklahoma for
tho pat seven years "most corrupt and
damnable." It says that while the Dem-
ocratic and Republican administrations
were tough, the Populists, had they se-

cured control, would have been worse.
Guthrie Leader: In cotton market par-

lance comes from the Hin-
doo word "crokointoretn." ami Is ap-
plied to the dishonest fnrmor who bur-
rows a hole In a bale of cotton and de-
posits therein sundry and divers article?
of domestic use. such as bricks. Iron, skil-
lets, etc.. In order that the cotton may
weigh heavier. "Water-welghuM- :" flndj
its origin In the anient Kuufmnn county,
Texas, word, "wllllpus walllpus." It Is
the same as "Instacklng." except that
water la used for cheating purposes. A
roll of wet cotton In the conter of tho
balo will make tho bulc go 15 to 34
pounds moro than It would othcrwtsa
wolgh.

Southern Kansas Business Moa

It Is a noticeable trait of all successful
advertisers that they are rarely funny,
but they are always vtvaeloua.

A man who can tell you what a flame .
of its myriad minute combustions and tho
real nature thereof, can sell you coal.

The store where It Is not possible to
make a clerk cotnr down in tho price of
something Individually to you. Is some-
how, always a sueecseful store.

A smart advertiser says: "What yon
seo too of tea. you don't se. and what ?u
hoar all tho time, you den't hear at nit"
Every merchant ought to understand
what that means.

It is well to remember that a large part
of humanity would rather pay a higher
prlco to a gentle-voice- d, courteous mer-

chant than a lower price to a loud
mouthed and unoouth bull-dose- r.

No on will believe the story of a no-
torious exaggerator. Nothing will kill an
advertiser's reading public off as quirk r
as a monotonous repetition of the word
"wonderful" and similar expression.

The man who dominate a store should
write Its advertisements, or dictate thm
to mom one who does write them. Tar
are too many wbele-eOMle- d adverttyemen'
which invite customers to narrow-soale- d

stores.
Women, as all newpp!r psbllshers

know, can give a fleah aad vtvadtr and
lightness to a society eota which a
man can not tmtuo. Why ansoMn't wo-
men writ the bust dry goose adverUse-utenta- T

If yon have a briaiit educated daugh-
ter, submit your sdvarUaemeatta u her. It
may be that advrttate, particularly f
dry goods sesres, wlii. In the t ror-te- r

of a century, gravitate wholly Into
the beads of the woman.

If lb meratoent wins will not csango
hie advertisement, haa a strttJne cUx.
in Bis house. Its win tod on hwaaniag; of
me wife Umt ape never bear K strife
With that aa a basts be may know that
other men's wives do not bis adver- -

There la a magic about businaaa jawt a
mvstcTfcnM as life Itself. Whr wosas More
skoaM have snrh a weteomlag bn-Mc-

atmosphere n& another store io"i
not save M. U bevood analysts sad

The bast i man ca do. tf f

Store has not ?t it nJUunUlr. la to try
sad give a fine imitaUaa of M.

la the od eii days. a4ertlftea"as
wwre writ tea aa ocesstonsi sroemacion.
gs: "Wonderful' Wonder!! Wsaderfnl'
Stapeadoos barsjaitMi si Jawpe. tae dry
gsoda merchant! Cease aas! Csavs ail' '

Hut the proeleauMsswi 4yte he paasM
away asd a sserefcaai Miss makes Ma

a daily irtof aanrajMpr has
crow-ie- Mr. Joeys 9t Of baits isn.

This Is a very hfef aad very carton
world. Peepte bettered that tae lurwia
aaacMne wooid caass waists' attsecy to
mtthfa pw Mrfta woman. U Mt iPorsphrs ortartwaMy taaagfct mat
asaafew pHrBy woatd ban tJi r
buinaa it fcant. A half eeatary aomany mrebt tlwd oast sftverflanr
was bassftftiiaea. aad rymhi 8ad the
jwWjc. OomnMa ftk tae sector :
now, and that the an was advsrOeei
womd fail. Ms AtaWi

Kr Joe Jensa. neeektex a stsc-rm- tx

beiare ia Kiaeieeata Caatary eeb
of xw rrfc. recently. - "X u
oo 'rf rtw csrdfanal seta. Aa aadmasera. Ht 00 at petat at sacs. Tae
tr.T-- in atasa maaagewiant te that tae
aturftUea sX the aaaeiawx nasaM be dtwet.

3 ro tae sabjsrt taea aaaeanary to b
sidred. ytotktog mms tajurfcx,

nicer by-p- - rbs " frraannt3drsft a vastly iaraar rufflim, tfcan
& the pU- y- aamaata of vrv3wsteav-aa- d It eaa efcaas Hs attraction,dally, la taese raajiuana ft la re froIk hmKAtW. rf to &Uy y la m w
iztr ICeS CtfCfBl fcj uwc- -
fcCUt e Kl tSCT3it,

V


